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Please amend the present application as follows; 
Claims 

The following is a copy of Applicants' claims that Identifies language being 

added with underlining (" ') and language being deleted with strikethrough 

(" — '). as is applicable: 

1. (Currently Amended) A flexible tap apparatus member comprising: 
a shaft having a first passage disposed axiallv therein, a second 

passage communic ating with and extending outwardly from said 
first passag e to an outer surface of said shaft, a flexible upper shaft 
portion^! and a flexible lower shaft portion: 
said upper shaft portion comprising ridges and said lower shaft portion 
having a substantially smooth surface: and 

ajjye; 

wherein said flexible tap apparatus member is arranged and configured 
such that after insertion Into a living body, said upper shaft portion Is anchored In 
the a tissu e of the living bodv: and 

wherein said first passage and sard second passage are sized and 
Shaped to communicate said dve to the tis s ue into which the upper shaft portion 
is anchored 



2 



PAGE4l22'R(»DAT12Ma006 9:56:51 AM [Eastern StandardTimel'Sffi^^^ 



12/04/20B6 10:55 7709510933 



TKHR 



PAGE 05 



Serial No.: 10/725,683 
Art Unit: 3733 

2. (Original) The flexible tap apparatus member of claim 1 , further 
comprising: 

a tip terminating said upper shaft portion. 

3. (Currently Amended) The flexible tap apparatus member of claim 1 , 
further comprising: 

a guide pin for being removably disposed in the tissue to align said flexible 
tap apparatus member; and 

wherein a passngn riinpnnnrt '^vi^tlty i nf^ riirt rrhnff *h'^"3h wh i ch t he 
guide pin is removably engaged through said first passage. 

4. (Currently Amended) The flexible tap apparatus member of claim 3, 
wherein said fjrsLpassage extends a portion of the length of the shaft 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Original) The flexible tap apparatus member of claim 1 , further 
comprising 

a handle an^anged and configured to releasably receive said lower shaft 
portion. 
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7. (Currently Amended) A flexible tap apparatus system comprising: 
a first flexible tap apparatus member, comprising: 
a shaft having a first passage disposed a)daHv therein, a lateral 

p.as$aqe communlcatin Q with and extending laterally from said first 

passage to an outer surfa ce of said shaft, a flexible upper shaft 

portion^ and a flexible lower shaft portioni 
said upper shaft portion comprising ridges and said lower shaft portion 

having a substantially smooth surface : and 

adve: 

wherein said flexi ble tap apparatus member is ananged and configured 
such that after Insertion into a living bo dv. said utmer shaft portion Is anchored in 
a tissue: and 

wherein said first passage and said lateral passage are sized and 
shaped to communicate said dve to the tiss ue into which the upper shaft portion 

is anchored; 

wherein said shaft of said first flexible tap apparatus member 
comprises a first set of dimensions; and 
a second flexible tap apparatus member, comprising: 
a ggQQod shaft having a second pas sage disposed axialiv therein, a 

second lateral passa ge communicating with and extending laterallv 
from said first passage to an outer surface of said shaft, a flexible 
upper shaft portion, and a flexible lower shaft portion; 
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said upper shaft portion comprising ridges and said lower shaft portion 
having a substantially smooth surface : and 

a dve: 

wherein said flexi ble tap apparatus member is arranged and configured 
such that after insertron int o a IMno body, sard upper shaft portion is anchored rn 
a tissue: and 

wherein said fir st passage and said second oassaoe are sized and 
shaped to communicat e said dve to the tissue into which the upper shaft portion 
is anchored; 

wherein said shaft of said second flexible tap apparatus member 
comprises a second set of dimensions; 

wherein said first set of dimensions differs from sard second set of 
dimensions, and wherein at least one of said flexible tap apparatus members is 
arranged and configured such that after insertion into a living body, said upper 
shaft portion of said flexible tap apparatus member is anchored in the tissue, 

8. (Original) The flexible tap apparatus system of dalm 7, further 
comprising: * 

a handle arranged and configured to interchangeably receive sard first 
flexible tap apparatus member and said second flexible tap 
apparatus member. 

9. (Canceled) 
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1 0. (Currently Amended) The flexible tap apparatus system of claim 9 
claiOLZ, wherein said M passage disp osed a xial ly in said shaft - e xtends a 
portion of the length of said shaft. 

11. (Currently Amended) The flexible tap apparatus system of claim 7, 
wherein at least one of said first flexible tap apparatus member and said second 
flexible tap apparatus member comprises: 

a firsLpassage disposed aadallv therein said shaft; and 
a lateral passage disposed in said shaft extending from said first p assage 
disposed axially In said ohoft . 
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12. (Currently Amended) A method of creating a passage in tissue 
comprising: 

providing a flexible tap apparatus system comprising: 
a f(f!6^flexlble tap apparatus member, comprising: 

a shaft having a first pass age disposed axialiv therin. a lateral 

passage extending late rally from said first passage to an outer 
suriiace of said shaft, a flexible upper shaft portion^ and a flexible 
lower shaft portiont; 

said upper shaft portion comprising ridges and said lower shaft portion 
having a substantially smooth surface : and 



wherein said shaft of oaid firot flox i ble tap apparatus m e rebor 

comprisos a first sot of dimeneiono; and 
a sec o nd flex i ble tap appanatuo momborn cwmpris i ng i 



a s haft hav i ng a floxib l e uppor ohoft portion and a floxib l o 
l ower shaft portion, ca i d uppor shaft portion 
oomprioing ridgoc and cold l ower shaft portion hav i ng 
a subotant i a l ly smooth ourib e o r 

whoroin oald shaft of oa i d cooond flox i blo tap - apparatue 
mombor comprisoo a oooond sot of dimensiono; 



where i n sa i d firot sot of dimonolonc difforo from said oooond oot of 



a dve: 



dimonolono r 



7 



PAGE9l22'R(M)ATim069:S6:S1AM[EastemStandardTline]'SVR;t^^^ 



12/64/2006 10:55 7709510933 TKHR PAGE 10 

Serial No.: 10/725,583 
Art Unit 3733 

engaging said flexible tap apparatus member into the tissue; and 
f l l ^engnging caid firot flexibio tap apparatuc mombor from the t i oouo; and 
engaging caid oocond flox i blo top opporatug mombor into the tioouo oo 
that caid oooond flox i blo tap apparatuo member io orrangod and oon f igurod oucli 
that aftor i noort i on i nto g l i ving body, oaid uppor ohoft portion of oaid flex i b i o tap 
a pparatuo mombor io anchored in tiie t i ecuo. 

communicatinn fta jd dve to the tissue through said first Passage and said 
Lateral oassage. 

1 3. (Original) A method of claim 1 2, further comprising the step of: 
disposing a guide pin into the tissue; 

engaging sard first flexible tap apparatus member with said guide pin; 
boring a passage in the tissue with said first flexible tap apparatus 
member; 

removing said first flexible tap apparatus member; 

engaging said second flexible tap apparatus member with said guide pin; 

and 

boring into said passage in the tissue with said second flexible tap 
apparatus member. 
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1 4. (New) The flexible tap apparatus member of claim 1 , further 
comprising: 

a handle comprising a passage arranged and configured to align with said 
first passage, said first passage being operative to allow said dye to be 
introduced into said tissue. 



1 5. (New) The flexible tap apparatus system of claim 7, further 
comprising: 

a handle comprising a passage arranged and configured to align with said 
first passage, said first passage being operative to allow said dye to be 
introduced into said tissue. 
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